@ongress of the United States
MWashington, AC 20515

April 18, 2017

Jennifer Lee, M.D.

Deputy Under Secretary for Health for Policy and Services
Veterans Health Administration

810 Vermont Ave. NW

Washington, DC 20420-0001

Dr. Lee:

First, we want to thank you for taking time to meet with us twice in the past month. We are encouraged to
have the opportunity to work with you to serve our veteran community, especially those most vulnerable
patients afflicted with TBI and PTSD.

As you know, we have all worked diligently on this issue for the better part of a decade, and have seen
firsthand the improvements medical technology has brought to those patients living with these conditions.
One such development we have witnessed is the use of hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBOT). In the past
few years, we have worked with the American Association of Hyperbaric Awareness to provide more
access to this therapy to our veterans.

While we know you have also considered this treatment on a scientific basis, it is our hope to work with
you as we further a smaller, more community-based treatment program. As we mentioned at our meeting
on March 28, 2017, we hope to seek your feedback on development of a private program coordinated by
the Rocky Mountain Hyperbaric Institute, just outside of Denver, Colorado. Here, we propose working
with the VA to select a group of 10-15 severely injured TBI patients in the Denver area who have sought
other types of medical care to no avail. We hope to provide each patient 80 treatment sessions — at no cost
to the patient — over the course of six months. During this time, the medical providers will keep detailed
note of any progress made by the patient. From this data, we hope to establish certain baselines for
progress after five sessions, 10 sessions, etc. and track the long-term results after treatment ends.

We understand that given the nature of this program the VA cannot consider this program scientifically
valid. Unfortunately given the current status of veterans’ mental health issues and suicide rates, we
believe this issue is time-sensitive and will not allow for another long-term, extensive study. From this
program, we simply hope to demonstrate progress with HBOT therapy for the most severely injured
veterans. After the conclusion, we hope to work with you again to further any positive results of this

program.

At your earliest convenience, please contact our staffers Emily Erb (Sessions) at
Emily.Erb@mail.house.gov, James Hampson (Buck) at James.Hampson@mail.house.gov, Ray Celeste
(Jones) at Raymond.Celeste(@mail.house.gov, and Chris Evanson (Gaetz) at

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Chris.Evanson@mail.house.gov to provide any insight on this proposed program. We look forward to
working with you during this process and sharing our results with you as the program progresses.
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