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RESOLUTION

Whereas, the twenty-three Veteran Service Organizations represented by
the Joint Executive Council of Veterans Organizations of Kentucky
(JECVO) provide important and vital services to Kentucky’s 295,000
veterans and their families and do so through posts and chapters in every
county of the state; and

Whereas, the ‘signature wounds’ of Iraq and Afghanistan are Traumatic
Brain Injury (TBI) and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and are
both significant health issues needing attention; and

Whereas, Kentucky’s large presence of active duty military personnel,
National Guard and Reserve units, and veterans highlights the importance
of ensuring available treatments for a wide variety of health issues; and

Whereas, Congress has now mandated significant improvements to the
mental health care provided by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
including partnerships with non-federal government entities to provide
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy (HBOT) to veterans for treatment of
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD);
and

Whereas, TBI or PTSD can result from any number of traumatic events,
but significantly for veterans it has been caused by roadside bombs,
enemy mortar attacks, convoy attacks, or exchanging gun fire while on
foot patrol; and

Whereas, published neurological studies and hyperbaric oxygen trials
have found that hyperbaric oxygen treatment (HBOT) can repair the brain
from traumatic brain injuries and has shown to significantly improve the
quality of life of almost all patients (over 95%) after the HBOT sessions;
and

Whereas, in 2018 Kentucky joined six other states in passing legislation
allowing veterans to receive the HBOT treatment for traumatic brain injury
and post-traumatic stress disorder; and



